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DIARY DATES
DECEMBER 2017       
12th  Year 6 Graduation
 15th  Last Day of Term 4 
JANUARY 2018
 29th First Day Yr 7, Yr8 &       
         Yr 12 Students
 30th First Day Yr 9, Yr 10 &
         Yr 11 Students
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
• MIDDLE/SENIOR REPORTS TO
      BE SENT HOME WITH 
      POLLING LETTER
• CANTEEN CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY 13th WEEK 9
• SCHOOL CARD CHANGES
      FOR 2018 SEE PAGE 8
• 2018 TERM 1 START DATES
      SEE PAGE 6
• BOOKLISTS YR7-12 ON GDC
      WEBSITE FROM 18TH DEC
• STEM WORK COMMENCED

Hambours Uniform Hours
Wed and Fri Morning
8.15am - 9.15am
Thursday afternoon  2pm - 3pm
Extended Hours 2018
Wed 17th January 10am-2pm
Wed 24th January 10am - 2pm
PHONE NO. 8447 2077

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S DESK

 Andrew Dickinson

       

As we head into the summer break we have been reflecting on 2017 
and all the successes we have achieved. The year has flown by and 
it really doesn’t feel that long ago that we were celebrating reaching 
100% SACE completion at the end of 2016. We farewelled our Class 
of 2017 with a fabulous Graduation and Formal and wait with baited 
breath for the outcome of their efforts with SACE. 100% completion 
is impossible to beat but we hope for some higher achievement re-
flecting the push on A and B grades we have undertaken.

I would like to thank our Governing Council for their commitment this 
year and look forward to another year of full membership. With so 
many building developments happening in the near future, having 
parent input will be imperative. If you are interested in joining the 
Governing Council look out for the AGM invite in the first newsletter 
next year. You can then have your say in the direction the school 
moves in 2018.

We have a great deal planned for the facilities in 2018, some of 
which are already underway. Over the summer break we will have 
the “C” Corridor underpinned and we are also having Building 2 
(above the library) ceilings and insulation replaced. These are two 
huge projects that will improve the learning spaces in those two 
areas. We will also see the two Special Classes refurbished over 
the holidays in preparation for the new Junior Primary and Primary 
Special Classes opening towards the end of Term 1. 

Week 1 of next year we will have the STEM  in full swing with the 
huge redevelopment in Building 4, creating contemporary learning 
spaces for STEM subjects. Following on from that we will have the 
rest of our science labs refitted as well as new learning spaces creat-
ed in “C” corridor. The whole of STEM works will take between 9 and 
12 months and will create fantastic resources for the whole school.



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  cont.....

During the first term we will also have two new buildings developed for two Secondary Disability Unit 
classes and two Secondary Special Classes. This will result in our site having a pathway R-12 for special 
options which is a long awaited and great option for Gawler and the surrounding area.
We have also been allocated $10 million to upgrade other facilities in the school which will see a number 
of critical priorities addressed. Following consultation with students, parents and staff we see the priorities 
as follows: Development of a gym large enough for the whole school community to assemble with a dual 
stage for performing arts; development of a staff room large enough for all staff, student services and 
administration, all centrally located to build the one, R-12 community; new classrooms to address the 
growing enrolments; new outdoor areas and canteen; and ICT infrastructure to facilitate 21st Century 
Learning.

We have also been successful in winning our bid to become a Specialist Baseball school which has a 
grant of $50,000 to kick start our programme. The program starts Term 1 next year with years 8 to 10 
receiving tuition from a specialist baseball teacher.

Staffing for next year is almost finalised and on the whole it remains relatively stable.The Junior School 
will see the biggest change as we farewell both the Head of Junior School, Sue Wirth and Assistant 
Head of Junior School, Todd McGuigan. Julie Stockdale joins us to take up the reins leading the Junior 
School with Judy Burton as the Assistant Head. We have two new leadership positions resulting from 
the new Special Classes and Disability Unit Classes and we congratulate Ros Conboy  in winning the 
Senior Leader role for Learning Support and welcome Annie Stephenson to the Junior School Learning 
Support Coordinator role. A full list of new staff including all new leaders, teachers and ancillary staff will 
be published in the first newsletter next year.

I would like to finish by thanking all of our staff, students, parents, carers and families for supporting 
our wonderful school and wish you all a fantastic, safe and happy holiday.

Andrew Dickinson - Principal
YOUTH SUMMIT NEWS

Gawler and District College B-12 have been involved in contributing to the 
review of the Youth Development Plan for this region. Council places high 
importance on Youth voice and always checks in with them directly on issues 
that affect them. 
Students from local High Schools and Colleges participated in a series of 
activities including:- An Issues Poll, Lounge Chat, Blackboard Walls, Message 
in a bottle to the Mayor and Imagine If...Filming.
Stage 2 Imagine If....  will continue bringing in classes of students, other youth 
and vulnerable groups, service providers and parents during 2018.
Check out https://youtu.be/TIRJ46Q60qo.



JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear families/carers,
Thank you for all the support our Carnival in the COLA generated. Our students were amazing, designing 
activities, advertising, setting up and working at their stalls.  We appreciate the support of our governing 
council and fundraising group. The sausages, ice creams, chocolate crackles and toffee apples were 
delicious. A big thank you to Jonny’s popcorn who very kindly donated 12 boxes of popcorn and the 
generosity of those who donated raffle prizes.
Transition visits from the Children’s centre to school have been the most successful ever! Families have 
reported they feel welcome and that their children are excited to be part of our school in 2018.

Playgroup will have its last gathering on Tuesday 28th and this has become a vibrant place for
 families to chat and children to play and learn. Thankyou Kerryl and Peta for supporting this with our 
wonderful team from the Children’s centre, Kym and Kylie.

Such events are important to a school community, where we work together developing a positive culture 
for our school.  The voice of parents, carers and students is vital for future events and we will be seeking 
feedback as part of our commitment to improvement.

It is with some sadness, but also great excitement that I announce to the school community my future 
position as Principal at Modbury West Primary School. I thank the staff, families and most importantly the 
wonderful students of Gawler and District for the last 5 years and wish you all the very best for 2018.

Kind regards,

REMINDER

Please check the Gawler & District 
College Website for Information

and Booklists for 2018



MIDDLE SCHOOL

It has been an action packed end of the year in the Middle School.  Along with all the end of year activities, 
we have seen the introduction of a highly successful ‘Short Course’ program introduced for the final 2 
weeks of school.  Students had the opportunity to participate in a number of courses across many different 
disciplines.  Week 8 saw students participating in 4 days of Sport, Agriculture, Forensic Science, Mural 
Painting, Outdoor adventures, Maritime adventures, Relaxation exercises, creating a ‘Juke-box Musical’ 
and making a Film Clip.  All of these activities culminated in a presentation on Thursday afternoon where 
students from each group spoke in front of the group and showed photos, PowerPoints and videos of 
their learning.  A highlight of the week was the film clip created by the ‘Luke-Warm Chilli Peppers’.  Their 
performance, costumes and resulting video was fantastic! The work of the teachers that ran these 
activities must also be recognised.  A significant amount of planning went into this week and the result was 
outstanding.  Our Week 9 Short Courses start on Monday and will be equally as engaging for students.
Tuesday will see the current Year 6 students in the Middle and Junior School graduate from their Primary 
years of schooling.  Teachers are very much looking forward to celebrating the achievements of the 
students with their families.  Year 7 classes for these students will be finalised late in week 9.
Our current Year 8 cohort has grown significantly this year.  This has meant that we will add an extra 
class at Year 9 level for the 2018 school year.  As a result, there will be a number of changes to student’s 
current class groups.  Wherever possible, students have been kept together in friendship groups, but some 
changes have had to be made.  We ask that students trial their new classes in 2018 before asking to make 
any changes.
We will also farewell our current Year 9 cohort from the Middle School and wish them all the very best for 
the start of their senior schooling.  It has been great to watch this group of students mature and achieve 
some great successes across the year.  A special mention to all of those students who participated in the 
‘Secondary Helper’ Program.  These students spent 1 day a week working in Miss Peta’s Reception class.  
There, they helped students read and assisted with many classroom activities.  A big thank-you must go 
out to Peta Tooley for supporting and assisting the Year 9 students in her classroom this year.
In 2018, we will welcome 150 Year 8 students into our school.  These students have experienced a 
number of classes on transition day and we are very much looking forward to being part of your secondary 
schooling years.  In order to ensure that Year 8’s have a smooth start to the year, they will start their 
schooling along with Year 7’s and 12’s on Monday 29th January 2018.  Years 9, 10 and 11 will begin 
on Tuesday 30th January 2018.  This will allow the new Year 8 students a day to settle in and orient 
themselves to our site.  Year 8 classes for 2018 have now been finalised and requested changes made 
where possible.
Finally, I would like to thank all of Middle School Teachers, in particular Year 8 and 9 Coordinators, Ms Bec 
Emery and Ms Colleen Lowe, and Counsellor Cheryl Raso, for all of their efforts in supporting our students 
this year.  It has been fantastic getting to know all of the students here and their families and I am looking 
forward to the opportunities and challenges that the 2018 school year will bring.  

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and holidays and a safe and happy New Year.

Liz Rankin - Middle School Head

  
 GDC Second Hand Uniforms 

   If you are a Year 12 student who no longer

   requires their uniform, we would be grateful if 

   it could be recycled and returned to our school. 

   We have many families who appreciate the

   opportunity to obtain these items.



The beginning of a school year is a very important time in a child’s schooling. Setting routines and 
becoming familiar with new surroundings, teachers and classmates is all critical.  This is especially the 
case at the key transition points of beginning High School, and also starting Year 12.
 To best prepare our students at Gawler and District College, a decision has been made and approved by 
Governing Council to have a split start to the school Year.
On Monday 29th January 2018, school will begin for students in years R-7, 8, and 12/13.  Students in 
years 9-11 will begin school on Tuesday 30th January.

We look forward to a successful and rewarding school year in 2018.

Derek Slater 
Head Senior School

 SENIOR SCHOOL

On the 24th of November we farewelled our year 12s at the Gawler Starplex. It was a proud moment to 
watch each of our students walk across the stage to accept their certificate as we had one last opportunity 
to celebrate their success.
Many of our students had demonstrated their excellence over the year and obtained either merit or 
outstanding award for their subjects. Merit awards are presented to the students who have shown high 
levels of achievement and academic excellence in their Stage 2 subjects, while outstanding awards are 
presented to students who have shown outstanding achievement throughout the year in Stage 2 subjects 
in 2017.
Some of our students were nominated by their teachers for special awards that are sponsored by different 
people and organisations. These awards range from community involvement to leadership skills.
After the graduation, everyone made their way to the Formal which was held at the Convention centre in 
Adelaide. The night was full of music, laughter and interesting dances displayed by students and teachers 
alike. The photo booth was very popular and will help the memories of the night last for years to come.
From everyone here at Gawler & District College B-12 we wish our year 12s good luck with all their future 
endeavours. 
MERIT AWARDS
Annaliese General Maths
Ashlee  Physics
Ashley  Modified Subjects
Brihanna  Ensemble Performance, Individual Study, Tourism
Cheyenne Philosophy, Psychology & Modern History
Chloe             Tourism & Creative Arts Media
Corey      Ensemble Performance
Franke  Chemistry & Mathematical Methods
Jamie    Performance Special Study
Jasmin  Individual Study
Jordan  Visual Arts – Art
Keith             Philosophy & Creative Arts Media
Kelly             General Maths, Psychology & Creative Arts Media
Lelice     Musicianship
Louise             Mathematical Methods, Physics & Chemistry
Mikhaela Tourism & Creative Arts Media
Nicola   Physics
Nikita     Information Processing & Publishing & Essential English
Saphron Music Individual Study, Philosophy & Drama
Shelli              Music Ensemble Performance, Solo Performance & Creative Arts Media
Tarlay             Individual Study, Creative Arts Media
Taylah             Music  Performance Special Study, Ensemble Performance, Psychology & Tourism
Thomas Music Ensemble Performance
Tristan  Creative Arts Media
William             Metalwork



SENIOR SCHOOL 

OUTSTANDING AWARDS
Annaliese  Furnishing 
Ashley  General Mathematics
Franke  Physics & Computer Aided Design
Kelly              Tourism
Liam              Music - Ensemble Performance
Louise              Biology
Nicola   Mathematical Methods, Visual Arts – Art
Saphron Solo Performance
Shelli              Essential English & Music Performance Special Study
Taylah              Creative Arts
Thomas Music - Solo Performance

SPECIAL AWARDS
James             Dux of 2016 – Student with the highest ATAR of 2016
Isabel              Vocational Education and Training award – commitment and dedication to a number of     
  vet courses in 2017  
Shelli              Gawler & District Arts Student of the Year – For studying more than one Arts program and 
  demonstrated outstanding talent
Nicola  Adelaide Festival Centre Arts Award - demonstrated passion and interest in the Arts 
Thomas Adelaide Festival Centre Arts Award - demonstrated passion and interest in the Arts
Cheyenne John Chambers memorial award for excellence in the study of humanities

Chloe               Gawler & District College B-12 Enlightened Award - Recognises a student from Special Class 
                        who has made both academic and social progress, shown enthusiasm and demonstrated
  a desire for self improvement and future success
Louise  Country Womens Association Award - Leadership, Sharing and Caring in the School
                        Community
Franke  Governing Council Citizenship and Service Award
Kelly  Principal’s Award - Recognising a student who has excelled in a chosen field whilst successfully 
  maintaining high achievement in schooling and grades
Brayden Caltex Best All Rounder Award - This award acknowledges the outstanding contributions they
                        have made to their school and the wider community. This student has been recognised for
                        their leadership qualities and commitment to a range of activities
Annaliese        The Australian Defence Force Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award - This award 
                        recognises a Year 12 student who has consistently displayed high qualities of leadership,
                        teamwork, cooperation and academic achievement
Franke             Valedictorian



SENIOR SCHOOL 

Gawler & District College B-12 congratulates Pria Rusby, she has been offered a place in the 2018 Class 
of Cabaret program. 
Pria braved it out back in September to audition in front of a rather intimidating panel of around 12 established 
cabaret artists. As we left the audition room, they were tapping their feet and humming her song – in that 
moment, I really had no doubt that this small town girl had wowed the socks off them. She represented our 
school beautifully – and now she has the opportunity to do it on the stage of the Festival Theatre. I really 
cannot say how excited I am for her!
If you see Pria in your travels, please give her a big high five and a hearty congratulations. She is so very 
deserving of this wonderful opportunity!
Pria will receive 10 SACE credits and undergo an intensive mentorship program with an expert team of 
cabaret mentors and professional artists. They will help to develop her singing and acting skills through 
master classes, workshops, and a boot camp to produce two spectacular shows for a ticketed public 
performance. 
MANY thanks must be given to Angela Koehler for her support and encouragement of our students for 
these fabulous opportunities in the arts. Exciting and good things are happening in the arts department at 
Gawler and District College.
WATCH OUT - someone once said ‘don’t hassle the Hoff’ – well, I say, ‘don’t rustle the Rusby!’ – she is now 
a true ‘triple threat’. 

Josh Mollart - Music Teacher

CABARET STYLE

STUDENT EXCHANGE 2017
My exchange year in Australia has come to its end and it is 
now my turn to say Thank You!
The biggest thank you goes to my amazing host family. A 
GDC teacher Amy Hart, her husband and children opened 
their door to me and made me feel like a family member. 
Thank you so much for supporting me, making the hard 
times easier and the good times even better. Thank you for 
being my family.
I would also like to thank my new friends, thank you for 
making my year one of a kind, you are all awesome people. 
You have had a massive impact on my life and I couldn’t 
have asked for better friends. 
I am forever grateful for this opportunity with an Australian 
family and school, it has certainly changed my life as a 
person. 

Jasmin Aarnio 
YR 10 Student

HOST A STUDY TOUR STUDENT IN 
2018

In 2018, Gawler and District College will host a 
student from Japan who has received a Toyko 
Metropolitan Board of Education Scholarship.

The male student will be in Year 10 and will be 
with us for the duration of the 2018 school year. 
Financial assistance is available for the host 
family. 

If you are interested in hosting the student, or 
would like further information, please call Emma 

Rogers on 0439 590 382.



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Hambours on site Uniform Shop 
Extended Hours

Term 4  - 2017
Wednesday - 8.15am - 10.15am

Thursday -2.00pm - 3.00pm
Friday -8.15am - 9.15am

Term 1- 2018
 Wednesday -January 17th 10am - 2pm
Wednesday -January 24th 10am - 2pm

Or shop online for 5% discount @ GDC uniform shop - 

http://gawlerdc.hambours.com.au

If you have any queries regarding the Gawler and 

District College B-12 uniform, fitting periods or 

the Online Uniform Shop, please do not hesitate 

to contact us by telephone on 08 8447 2077 or 

email at customerservice@hambours.com.au.

2018 SCHOOL CARD

 The State Government is raising the school    
card income threshold from 2018 to help fami-
lies with the cost of living. 

This means that families with 1 child and a 
gross income of $57,870.00 in the 2016/2017 
financial year will be able to apply for a school 
card.

Application forms will be available from the 
school or via the link below early in 2018.

 More information will be sent with M&S 
Invoices in January 2018.

MERRY XMAS AND 
SAFE HOLIDAYS 
FROM THE CREW 

IN THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB

For Further information, please call 
GAWLER Police Station on 8522 0400
For Further information, please call  
GAWLER Police Station on 8522 0400

STARPlex
Evanston Park,  

GAWLER

police supervised lock-in event   /   ALCOHOL AND DRUG FREE ENVIRONMENT

$6  
ENTRY
TICKETS  
AT DOOR

Join us for some Christmas fun! 
With face painting, mechanical 
bull, human foosball and more!

Friday, 15 December 2017
7 pm till 10 pm

Ages 8 - 17 years

GAWLER

Chr
ist

mas Disco


